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By STEPHAMIE LODER
Comaspondent

ALLOWAY TWP.

— The students in

Christine Butter-
hof's fifth grade sat u
straight and listen
intently as Patrolman
Paul Dooner took charge
of the classroom at the
Holand Rogers Sehool.

Dooner, part of the

department’s new COPS5
program, carried into the
elassroom more than justa
hadge and a gun. And, the
tools of the trade this day
didn't involve handeuffs,
wanted posters or locking
up had guys. Rather, Doon-
er brought with him a
portfolio full of newspaper
clippings about crimes
that people had committed
and & common sense ap-
proach to handling every-
day situations students
might encounter at their
Age.

For the last few years;-

the police department
here has used the innova-
tive COPS5 program fo
show students the corises
quences of had decisions,
According to law enfores
ment officials as well as
students and faculty, the
program is warking,
“We're here to talk
ahout good decisions and
bad decisions” Dooner said
matter-of-factly, standing

at the head of the class- sehool,

room in front of the black-
board. “T wani. you to tefl
mie what it is you look for
in & friend” The class was
quiet, but slowly hands

were raised to answer the
question.

“Someone you trust,”
said onestudent.

“And a person who i
loyal,” said anather.

“A good person,” ome |

mure student said.

Doaner, a police officer
since 1987, smiled, then
asked the class another
question. “What if that
friend agks you to do some-
thing you are not comfort-
able with? He sat in an
empty chair at a desk nest
to a student.

“What if 1 ait next to
Annie here and [ ask her
fior the answers on a test,”
Docner said “Now, if An-
nie gives me the answers,
she Is helping me cheat. So
what should T do?" The
students in the class told
Dooner the right thing lo
do would be to tell the
tescher. He smiled. “That’s
right, now let me ask you
another question,” he said.

During his time in the
classroom Dooner rapidly
fired off dozens of real-life
situations and coaved the
class to respond with seri-
ous answers. He used the
COPS5 program and the
40 minutes he was given to
lecture the clags on the
congequences of every-
thing from smoking to
snowhall-throwing, to
writing graffiti, to carry-
ing an unloaded gun to

i
; He pulla;lh 4 NEWSpaper

ipping with a picture to
s|1£ tili mlaﬁacj;se where
some kids had dropped a
bowling ball off an over-

Sl phestid Py Freas
During the COPSS program
al the Roland Rogers
schocl in Galloway Town-
ship, Det, Paul Doonar
tatked to fifth grader Annie
Stiver [right} about safety
isaues.

pass. The ball went

through the windshicld of [

& woman's car that was
passing underneath and
smashed into the hack seal
of the vehicle, killing an
infant in & car seat,
Dooner and 10 other
officers, under the direc-
tion of Detective Joseph
Davies, make the rounds
weekly to local schools
using COPS5, a grass-roote
program that is the first of
itz kind in the state and
aimed at touching in a

See GOPS5 on page 5
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D.A.RE, COPSS: Not the same thing

By STEPHAMIE LODER
Gomespandent

4y ALLOWAY TWF.
ﬁ? — Teacher Chris-
st tine Butterhof sees
DARE and COPS5 a8 two
totally different educa-
tiomal programs.

“Both are resl i
The DARE p?uggm
worked, but it was more
run hy the police officers”
gaid Butterhof, who has
been an educator for 13
vears, Tt wasn't as inferac-
tiveas COPS5.

“This program encom-

passes the consecuences of
the situations” she added.
“I wanted the students to
know what would happen
to them if they got caught
breaking a window or

gpray painting a wall”
See STUDENTS on page 2
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COPSS5:-

a diversified number of issues
facing ehildren ages 5 to 15
The township police depart-
ment previously participated
in the DARE. (Drug and Alco-

- Hol Resistance Education) pro-

gram, which is currently used
by many schools nationwide.
" Davies said, however, the
DA R.E. program only reached
out mainly tojust fifth graders
or high schoole for drug and
aleohol awareness. )

“We wanted to do more,” he
said. - L :

A police officer since 1986
who got his career start in
Avalon, Cap& May - County,
Davies and 810 Grade Middle
School teacher Marguerite
Tomasello developed a pro-
gram to involve
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The program is so-named
COPS5 because it keys in on
five areas - personal safety,
drug education, non-vielence,
tolerance and civie responsi-
bility. And, Daviessaid, the ey
to the program is not just the
interaction with the spudents
but the positive ré-enforce-
ment, it brings the role of law

_-enforcement officers.

“One of our biggest goals is
to have the kids view police
officers ds human beings, not &
badge,” he said. s

For instance, grade two stu-
dents learn how to 911 bui also,
discuss what Lo szy to the oper-
ator, how important it is to
know their home address and
to know to call back if help
doesn’t arrive quickly enough.

“Ag they get older, we
approach latchkey issues, good
touching versus bad touching,
and stranger danger,” Davies
said,

The seventh and eighth

- graders talk about personal

safety issues, date rape and
“more adult issues” hesaid.

 “This is all very real,” said
Christing Butterhof. . :

kinder- -

*“W1] git down and go aver
what it is the officer is going to
talk about. I might agk them to
change & few things that I feel
aren’t appropriate, but it’s a
team approach.”

(fficers receive instruction
hefore going into-the class-
TOMTL

To participate in the COPSS
program, officers must first
attend an 80-hour methods of
instroction course.

Davies said it teaches the
officer how to write a lesson
plan so it can be presented o
the teachers and students.

The COPS5 program
involves 11 officers in the
department and eovers eight
echools in Galloway Township,
including Assumption Region-
al Srhool 1n Pomona,

In comparison, the DARE.

Program was a 16-weelk drug

edication and awareness pro-
gram that focused primarily

~on the fifth grade.

The nationwide program.
was written in the early 1980s
and Davies said, “It hasn't
changed since then.”

“WWe're not bashing DARE
It had a pretty standard and
rigorous curriculom.” said
Davies.

“Ttstarted in Los Angelesin
an attempt to teach 10 and 11-
year-olds drug resistance
skille, We just wanted to make
it & more grass toots effort. In
COPS5, we sit down with

teacher, go over what they
want to teach and how they
want to teach,” Davies said.

“Sn it's more of a team
teaching approach. In the
T:ARE program, the officer
was the sole teacher. And there
were few or no teachers actual-
Iy involved,” he added.

The COPS5H program oper:
ates on a shoestring, with
donations from local business-
es and the local Municipal
Alliance which gave them
23000 last year. .

The result has been an edu-
cated student population. In
faet, Davies cited a lifesaving
incident that happened last
year when a 10-year-old South.
Fgg Harbor school student
who had heen through a-
COPS5 program and learned
the Heimlich maneuver, saved
his mother's life when she
started choking. -

. The program is the first of
its kind in the state and possi-
bly the nation.

"We invented
Davies said proudly.

35 we have had people call
about it from other counties
and ask how it is working for
us. It still in the pilot stage
and we have a good group of

it hers” '

‘guys doing it

Davies said he is also work-
ing on getting the COPS5 pro-
gram into place at Absegami .

Class: —
From page 2
the snowball.)

“1 liked the snowhall story
hecause 1 know a.lot of people

_who throw snowballs ... and. [

don't want to he one of the kids
who gets in trouble like that,"
Lysokewsly said. :

0P85 teaches us to know
the right thing todo. And now I
know the right thing to do

Information

For more information about
COPSS, contact Det. Davies &t
AR2-3705.
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would be to tell the people what
happensto you when you get
paughi,” he said. g
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